Moorside, 

Little  Hulton, 

March  2nd,  190  7- 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Little 
Hulton  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 


I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  Tenth  Annual  Report  on 
the  Health  and  Sanitary  conditions  of  the  Little  Hulton  Urban 
District  for  the  year  1  906. 


Area  of  District  in  Statute  Acres 

dotal  Population  of  All  Ages . 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses . 

Average  Number  of  Persons  per  House 


1,699 

...  7,294 

1,608 
4'5 


Births  registered  during  the  year  were  194  (10 1  males,  93 
females),  a  decrease  of  1  7  on  last  year,  and  equal  to  a  rate  of  268  per 
1,000  of  the  estimated  population.  The  average  rate  for  the  years 
1897-1905  was  29-8. 

Deaths  numbered  104  (44  males,  60  females),  five  less  than 
last  year,  and  equivalent  to  a  rate  of  14-2  per  1,000,  the  average  rate 
for  the  past  nine  years  being  15. 

Increment  of  Life,  viz.,  the  excess  of  Births  over  Deaths 
was  90  (57  males,  33  females). 

Table  IV.  gives  a  Summary  of  Causes  of  Death  and  the 
Mortality  in  Age  Groups. 
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Infant  Mortality. — The  number  of  deaths  of  children  under 
one  year  old  was  30,  eleven  more  than  last  year,  and  accounts  for  28  8 
per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths,  the  death  rate  being  equal  to  qw  per 
1000,  and  1 54 *6  as  compared  with  rooo  births.  The  causes  of  death 
were — “  whooping  cough  ”  1,  “  diarrhoeal  diseases”  5,  “erys:pelas  ”  r, 
“tubercular  diseases”  5,  “bronchitis  and  pneumonia”  5,  “prema¬ 
ture  births”  2,  “ accident”  2,  “ congenital  debility  and  defects”  9. 
'Three  were  only  a  few  hours  old,  five  were  under  three  weeks,  16  were 
under  six  months,  and  six  were  under  1  r  months.  Though  the  rate 
per  loco  births  is  much  higher  than  the  average  for  the  past  nine 
years  (viz.,  134'!)  it  is  somewhat  accounted  for  by  the  lower  death 
rate  and  the  number  of  children  dying  from  congenital  defects  from  a 
few  hours  to  a  few  days  old.  I  am  pleased  to  say  the  Nursing  Class, 
which  you  kindly  included  in  your  Syllabus  on  my  suggestion,  has 
been  well  attended. 


Zymotic  Mortality. — The  seven  principal  Zymotic  Diseases, 
viz.,  “Small-pox,”  “measles,”  “scarlet  fever,”  “whooping  cough,” 
“enteric  fever,”  ‘diarrhoea,”  “diphtheria”  and  “membranous 
croup  ”  gave  rise  to  1  2  deaths,  an  increase  of  two  on  last  year,  giving 
a  rate  equal  to  1  *6  per  1000,  as  against  1*3  in  1905.  “Measles,” 
“scarlet  fever,”  “  whoopmg  cough,”  and  “diphtheria,”  each  caused 
one  death,  “  diarrhoeal  diseases  ”  five,  and  “enteric  fever  ”  three,  six 
of  these  being  children  under  one  year  old. 


Respiratory  Diseases.— The  number  of  deaths  due  to  the 
three  main  diseases,  “  bronchitis,”  “  pneumonia,”  and  “pleurisy”  was 
iS,  eight  less  than  last  year,  and  equal  to  a  rate  of  2*4  per  1000.  Five 
of  these  were  children  under  one  year  old,  two  were  under  five  years, 
and  six  we  e  persons  over  sixty-five  years. 

Phthisis  caused  nine  deaths,  corresponding  to  a  rate  of  1  * 2 
per  1000,  eight  of  these  being  between  the  ages  of  23  and  65  years. 
Most  of  these  cases  were  in  poor  circumstances  and  lived  in  small, 
overcrowded,  badly  ventilated  dwellings.  Patients  are  difficult  to 
convince  of  the  risk  attendant  in  coughing,  and  in  many  of  these 
houses  children  were  sleeping  in  the  same  room  with  cases  in  an 
advanced  stage  of  this  disease,  incurring  the  danger  of  not  only  be¬ 
coming  infected  themselves,  but  of  conveying  the  disease  to  others. 
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As  a  precaution,  I  have  directed  that  children  from  such  houses 
should  not  be  allowed  to  attend  school  until  separate  sleeping  and 
living  accommodation  have  been  provided  for  them.  The  tents  pur¬ 
chased  by  you  for  the  day  use  of  sufferers  from  this  disease  have 
already,  and  I  feel  sure  will  in  future,  prove  of  great  benefit,  and  be  a 
means  of  not  only  improving  the  patients’  health,  but  of  stopping  the 
spread  of  infection.  The  permanent  shelter,  so  generously  offered  by 
Mrs.  Armitage,  will,  I  trust,  be  erected,  and  ready  for  use  this  Spring. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Sixty-six  cases  have  been  notified, 
48  less  than  in  1905,  1  3  being  due  to  “diphtheria,’'  4  to  “erysipelas,” 
1  3  to  “  scarlet  fever,”  26  to  “enteric  fever,”  1  to  “puerperal  fever,” 
and  9  to  Phthisis  (Vol.).  Of  these  .19  were  removed  to  your  Joint 
Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,  as  against  47  last  year,  viz.,  3  ot 
“diphtheria,”  2  of  “ scarlet  fever,”  and  14  of  “  enteric  fever.” 


Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup.— 1  he- number  noti¬ 
fied  was  an  increase  of  six  on  last  year,  and  one  case  was  fatal.  Anti- 
Diphtheria  Serum  is  still  supplied  by  you  free  on  application. 

Scarlet  Fever. — It  is  pleasing  to  nole  these  cases  were  so  few 
as  compared  with  the  three  previous  years  : — 84  (1903),  68  (1924b 
and  54  (1905). 

Enteric  Fever. — In  August  and  September  an  outbreak  of  a 
severe  type  occurred,  most  of  the  cases  living  in  and  about  Smithfold, 
an  area  that  for  years  has  been  a  source  of  danger  to  the  public  health, 
and  which,  in  my  opinion,  it  is  almost  impossible  to  make  sanitary, 
“short  of  absolute  clearance.”  Twenty-six  cases  were  notified  14  of 
which  were  sent  to  your  Hospital.  A  mild  unobserved  case  not  under 
medical  attendance  was,  no  doubt,  the  cause  of  a  number  of  the  early 
cases.  All  the  infected  premises  had  unpaved  yards  and  bad  stieets, 
privy  middens,  and  defective  drains.  Covered  pails  were  supplied  by 
you,  and  the  contents  each  day  taken  to  the  Sewage  Farm  and 
burned.  Disinfectants  were  freely  used,  soiled  clothes,  bedding,  &c , 
destroyed,  other  articles  sent  to  the  Hospital  foi  disinfection,  the 
houses  fumigated  and  sprayed,  and  notices  served  to  remedy  insanitary 

defects. 
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Water  Supply  has  been  satisfactory. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Slaughter  Houses  have  been 
regularly  inspected,  and  few  alterations  have  been  made.  I  would 
again  urge  upo  .  you  to  revise  your  present  regulations,  especially  as 
regards  air-space,  ventilation,  and  lighting.  Some  of  the  Slaughter 
Houses  are  still  occasionally  us  d  for  storing  purposes. 

General  Sanitary  Matters.— It  is  pleasing  to  note  the  many 
improvements  that  have  been  made.  Worsley  Road  has  been  widened 
and  repaved,  tram  lines  completed,  the  bridge  known  as  “Toppings” 
re-built  and  set  back,  the  footpaths  flagged,  and  the  back  streets 
sewered  and  paved.  Both  Sewage  Farms  have  kept  up  their  high 
standard  of  effluent.  There  is  still  a  great  scarcity  of  six-roomed 
cottages.  The  smoke  nuisance  Itas  little,  if  any,  abated,  and  as 
repeated  warnings  seem  to  have  no  effect,  drastic  measures  ought  to  bo 
taken.  Complaints  have  been  received  about  the  emptying  ol  the 
middens,  and  until  the  scavenging  is  carried  out  by  your  own  authority, 
in  my  opinion  it  will  never  be  done  satisfactorily.  For  the  unpaved 
yards  and  back  streets,  I  would  again  advocate  strongly  the  purchase 
of  a  low  trolley. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — There  are  io  factories  and 
27  registered  workshops  in  your  district,  all  of  which  have  been 
inspected.  In  some  of  the  mills  the  sanitary  offices  are  still  unsatis¬ 
factory,  notices  have  been  given  to  remedy  them,  and  I  am  hoping 
that  the  “  Water  Carriage  ”  system  will  be  adopted.  The  three 
premises  used  for  fripe  dressing,  though  kept  lime-washed  and  fairly 
clean,  are  not  suitable  for  the  business.  There  was  litFe,  if  any, 
improvement  in  the  wholesale  bakehouse  to  which  I  have  before  drawn 
your  attention. 

The  Midwives’  Act,  1902. — I  am  pleased  to  report  a 
marked  improvement  in  your  District  Midwives,  both  as  regards 
personal  cleanliness  and  general  efficiency,  and  this  is  in  a  great 
measure  clue  to  Miss  Wright’s  (Inspector)  supervision  and  instruction 
to  them. 

I  am, 

Yours  obediently, 

JOHN  HOLT  MARSH, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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TABLE  I. 


Vita!  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1906 

and  Previous  Years. 


Births. 

Total  Deaths  Registered  in  the 
District. 

Population 
estimated  to 
Middle  of 
each  Year. 

Under  1  Year  of  Age. 

At  all 

ages. 

YEAR. 

Number. 

Rate.  * 

Number. 

Rale  per 

1  coo 
Birihs 
registered. 

Number. 

Rate,* 

1897 

7178 

226 

SIT 

34 

UO-d 

11 7 

16-29 

1898 

7256 

222 

30'5 

38 

171-1 

1 1 5 

I5-84 

1899 

7256 

221 

3C-45 

29 

131*2 

122 

1 6*8 1 

1900 

7256 

204 

28-1 

35 

LI’S 

1 24 

17-09 

1901 

7256 

225 

31-06 

27 

1 20 

105 

14-4 

1902 

7294 

243 

53-3 

25 

102-8 

98 

I3N 

1903 

7294 

199 

272 

20 

100-5 

94 

12-8 

1904 

7294 

200 

27-4 

34 

170 

99 

I3-5 

1905 

7294 

2 1 1 

28-9 

19 

90-4 

109 

14-9 

Averages 
for  years 
1896- 
1905. 

29-8 

134-1 

15 

1906 . 

7294 

194 

26-8 

30 

154-6 

104 

14-2 

*  Rites  in  Columns  4  and  8  calculated  per  1000  of  estimated  population. 


Area  of  District  in  acres  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by  water),  1699  statute. 

Total  population  at  all  ages  .  7294  )  At  Census 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ...  ...  1608  ,  of 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  ...  4'$  )  1901. 
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TABLE  TIL 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  Notified  during 

the  Year  1900, 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASE. 


Smallpox  ... 
Cholera 
Diphtheria  ... 
Membranous  Croup 
Erysipelas  ... 
Scarlet  Fever 
Typhus  Fever 
Enteric  Fever 
Relapsing  Fever 
Continued  Fever 
Puerperal  Fever 
Plague 

Phthisis  (V ol.) 


Totals  .. 


CASES  NOTIFIED  IN  WHOLE 
DISTR'CT. 


w 

<u 

bi 

< 


4-J 

< 


13 

4 

13 

26 


66 


At  Ages 

— Years. 

►  •1 

uO 

in 

m 

IT. 

Under 

vO 

01 

O 

vO 

O 

§"2 

^  cz 

O 

1— < 

O 

m 

4-» 

DO 

►—1 

in 

C\l 

in  S» 

0  c. 

P 

... 

a  •  • 

a  a  a 

a  a  a 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

I 

6 

2 

4 

... 

1 

... 

1 

... 

1 

I 

... 

4 

7 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

3 

8 

15 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

8 

i 

5 

17 

'3 

0  , 

1 

I 

NO  OF  CASFS  REMOVED 
TO  HOSPITAL  FROM 
EACH  LOCALITY. 


t/3 

0) 

b/j 

<r 


< 


in 

O 


o 

4-> 

LO 


» n 
O 

4-J 


19  I  2 


7  I  6 


25  to  65. 
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TABLE  IV. 


Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1906. 


Deaths  at  the  Subjoined  Ages  of  “Residents” 
WHETHER  OCCURRING  IN  OR  BEYOND  THE  DISTRICT. 

Causes  of  Death. 

All  ages. 

Under  i  year. 

10 

i 

CD 

"O 

c 

p 

T3 

E 

ci 

M 

LO 

l— l 

CD 

§ 

r~o 

E 

cj 

U~) 

in 

<N 

j— i 

CD 

TD 

rj 

P 

E 

rt 

1-0  ; 
1— 1 

2f  and  under  6^. 

65  and  upwards. 

Smallpox . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Measles  . 

I 

,  ,  f 

I 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

.  .  • 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

I 

•  •  • 

I 

= 

Whooping  Cough  ... 
Diphtheria  and  Mem- 

I 

i 

... 

. . . 

bran ous  Croup  ... 

1 

. . . 

.  .  . 

I 

. . . 

Croup  . 

.  .  • 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

. . . 

h  Typhus . 

•  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

Fever  >  Enteric  . 

3 

•  ♦  • 

3 

•  •  • 

)  Other  cont’d 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

.  .  . 

Epidemic  Influenza... 

•  •  • 

•  .  • 

•  •  • 

... 

Cholera  . 

•  •  . 

•  .  • 

... 

.  .  . 

Plague . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

’  *  t 

.  .  • 

Diarrhoea  . 

5 

T- 

a 

•  .  • 

.  .  . 

Enteritis  . 

•  •  • 

«  •  • 

.  •  • 

Puerperal  Fever  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

•  .  . 

Erysipelas  . 

i 

i 

.  .  . 

•  .  . 

•  •  • 

Other  Septic  Diseases 
Phthisis  (Pulmonary 

. . . 

. . . 

.  .  . 

. . . 

•  •  • 

Tuberculosis)  . 

Other  Tubercular  ... 

9 

. . . 

. . . 

I 

8 

•  •  • 

Diseases  . 

Cancer,  Malignant 

1 1 

5 

2 

•  ’  * 

I 

3 

•  •  • 

Disease . 

3 

•  •  • 

I 

2 

•  •  • 

Bronchitis  . 

i  i 

n 

0 

I 

.  .  • 

2 

5 

Pneumonia  . 

7 

2 

I 

•  •  • 

I 

2 

L 

Pleurisy  . 

Other  Diseases  of 

. . . 

•  •  • 

#  •  • 

... 

•  «  • 

•  •  • 

Respiratory  Organs. 
Alcoholism  ) 

. . . 

•  •  • 

. . . 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ) 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

I 

I 

Venereal  Diseases  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

. . . 

Premature  Birth  _ _ 

Diseases  and  Acci- 

2 

2 

. . . 

•  •  • 

. . . 

. . . 

dents  of  Parturition 

I 

•  •  • 

•  r  • 

.  .  • 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

Heart  Diseases . 

Q 

6 

3 

Accidents . 

y 

5 

i 

2 

3 

•  •  • 

Suicides  . 

I 

•  •  • 

Congenital  Debility.. 

9 

9 

•  •  • 

.  .  • 

.  .  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

All  other  Causes . 

2  I 

•  •  • 

2 

2 

I 

7 

9 

All  Causes . 

104 

3° 

8 

3 

6 

33 

19 

8 


TABLE  V. 

Infantile  Mortality  during  the  Year  1906. 


Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under 

One  Year  of  Age. 


Population  (Estimated  to  middle  of  1906),  7294. 
Births  in  the  year  (legitimate),  194. 

Deaths  in  the  year  (legitimate),  30. 

Deaths  from  all  Causes  and  Ages,  104. 
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Factory  and  Workshops  Inspection. 


I.— INSPECTION. 


Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Premises. 

Number  of 

Inspections. 

Written  Notices. 

Prosecutions. 

Factories . 

(Including  Factory  Laundries.) 

18 

I 

None. 

Workshops  . 

(Including  Workshop  Liundries.) 

9 

None. 

None. 

Workplaces . 

18 

2 

None. 

T OT  AT . 

45 

3 

II.— DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Particulars. 


Number  of  Defects. 


Remedied. 


Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts: — 

Want  of  cleanliness  . 

/  Insufficient . 

Sanitary  Accommodation  ■!  Unsuitable  or  defective 

(  Not  separate  for  sexes  , 

Total . 


Surveyor’s  Annual  Report. 


Surveyor’s  Office, 
Little  Hulton,  Dec.  31ST,  1906. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Little  Hulton 

Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, — 

I  herewith  submit  my  Annual  Report  as  to  work  done  and 
progress  made  during  the  year  now  closing.  It  will  be  seen  that 
although  in  some  respects  we  are  not  moving  as  fast  as  we  should  like, 
yet  forward  we  are  going,  and  I  trust  we  shall  go  at  a  much  quicker  rate 
in  the  near  future. 

HIGHWAYS. 

It  is  regretful  to  notice  how  bad  some  portions  of  the  highways 
in  the  District  have  become  so  soon  after  having  spent  such  a  consider¬ 
able  amount  on  re-construction.  This  must  in  a  large  measure  be 
attributed  to  the  widely  different  traffic  using  the  roads  now  in 
contradistinction  to  the  kind  of  traffic  which  used  to  pass  along  some 
years  ago.  1  hen  light  vehicles  were  the  predominant  kind,  with  an 
occasional  heavily  laden  one  dropping  in,  now  and  for  some  few  years 
past  very  heavily  laden  vehicles  have  been  passing  along,  particularly 
Manchester  Road,  loads  in  many  instances  being  up  to  25  tons,  and 
in  some  few  up  to  30  tons,  doing  an  immense  amount  of  damage  to  a 
road  which  had  been  designed  to  carry  little  more  than  coal  carting, 
etc. 


The  usual  grants  have  been  made  and  spent  upon  the 
upkeep  of  the  several  Main  Roads  and  Secondary  Roads  in  your 
district,  and  as  these  have  not  proved  sufficient,  particularly  on  the 
Main  Roads,  for  the  maintaining  of  a  satisfactory  road  surface,  a 


further  supplementary  grant  has  been  made  in  regard  to  Cleggs  Lane 
of  ^370,  and  Worsley  Road  of  /'250,  which  together  with  ^500  from 
the  Council  enabled  a  very  necessary  piece  of  work  to  be  done,  viz., 
flagging  so  much  of  the  footpath  on  the  East  side  of  Worsley  Road 
as  was  not  already  paved,  and  p£io o  to  Manchester  Road  for  repaving. 

The  further  question  of  a  more  permanent  road  surface  will  have 
to  be  considered  at  an  early  date  if  our  roads  are  to  bear  the  strain  now 
put  upon  them. 

Hilton  Lane  has  again  received  all  that  could  be  spared  from 
the  Grants  made  to  secondary  roads,  Peel  Lane  having  received 
only  scavenging  attention.  During  the  coming  year  it  is  proposed  to 
utilise  the  otherwise  waste  pitch  dressings  from  the  main  loads  in  putiing 
down  Peel  Lane,  a  footpath  that  will  be  of  service  instead  of  the  cinders 
now  used,  as  the  footpath  is  so  narrow  as  to  necessitate  constant 
attention  if  it  is  to  be  usable. 

The  scavenging  of  roads  is  always  a  question  of  ways  and 
means.  Much  more  could  be  done  if  the  money  for  doing  it  was 
forthcoming.  The  best  possible  results  have  been  attained  under  the 
circumstances,  the  winter  proving  a  very  bad  one  in  its  effect,  especially 
upon  your  macadam,  which  is  simply  pulled  to  pieces  altei  eveiy  host. 

The  South  Lancashire  Tramways  Company  have  constructed  a 
length  of  Tramway  in  your  district  passing  through  Worsley  Road.  This 
has  meant  the  widening  of  the  carriage  wray  6ft.  on  the  w^est  side,  flhis 
work  w?as  done  by  your  own  workmen,  excavated,  ballasted  with  stone, 
drains  moved  and  relaid,  paved  with  grit  setts  and  pitched,  and  the 
footpath  kerbed,  the  length  being  ab^ut  860  yards  and  the  paving  Wing 
about  1855  square  yards.  The  expense  of  this  work  being  borne  by  the 
Tramways  Company,  and  a  considerable  saving  wras  made  on  the 
estimate,  the  estimate  having  formed  the  basis  of  payment,  the  Council 
was  thus  able  to  do  more  needed  work  on  Main  Roads. 

LIGHTING. 

This  w'ork  is  done  in  a  generally  satisfactory  manner.  As  was 
anticipated,  the  lamp  fixed  under  the  bridge  in  Tynesbank  comes  in  for 
some  rough  treatment,  the  glass  being  very  often  broken  and  the  bridge 
in  darkness.  It  is  a  pity  the  finances  of  the  Council  prohibit  the 
consideration  of  lighting  several  much  used  streets  and  lanes,  as  the 
benefit  thus  derived  should  be  such  as  to  outweigh  monetary  difficulties. 
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SEWERS  AND  SEWAGE  WORKS. 

The  sewers  have  received  regular  attention  as  to  being  cleaned  and 
flushed,  and  no  trouble  has  arisen  in  regard  to  them.  An  extension  has 
been  made  of  about  too  yards  in  Bridge  Street  so  that  some  14  houses 
might  be  drained  that  previously  discharged  on  to  the  surface  of  land. 

The  Sewage  Disposal  Works  keep  well  up  in  the  lists  and  sneak 
themselves  as  to  the  careful  way  they  are  handled,  and  as  to  the 
intelligent  manner  the  Manager  goes  about  his  work.  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  the  works  in  less  capable  hands  might  give 
much  different  results. 

BUILDINGS. 

While  the  buildings  erected  in  this  district  have  not  b:en  many, 
and  have  consisted  of  cottages  generally,  together  with  a  mill  extension 
in  Worsley  Road,  yet  we  may  congratulate  ourselves  on  the  absence  of 
the  renowned  “  Jerry  builder”  the  buildings  generally  being  of  a 
serviceable  kind,  still  it  would  be  better  if  builders  could  be  induced  to 
erect  six-n  omed  houses,  for  which  there  is  a  demand. 


♦  ♦♦ 


Report  of  the  inspector  of  Nuisances. 


Gentlemen, — 

I  beg  to  make  the  further  report  as  to  the  sanitary  condition  of 
the  district  in  my  charge,  and  the  results  are  tabulated  below  and  show 
something  of  the  nature  of  the  work  your  Inspector  is  called  upon  to 
do. 

TABLE  I. 

Number  of  Nuisances  dealt  with  ...  ...  •••  180 

,,  ,,  Visits  paid  to  premises  ...  ...  •••  699 

,,  ,,  Interviews  with  owners  or  agents  ...  ...  5  8 

5J  5J  Visits  to  infectious  cases  ...  ...  ••• 

,,  ,,  Notices  served  ...  ...  •••  •••  21 

,,  „  Rooms  limewashed...  ...  ...  •••  l84 

TABLE  II. 

Description  of  Nuisances  dealt  with  : — 

Defective  Water  Closets  ...  ...  ...  2 

,,  Drains  ...  ...  •••  •••  58 

.,  Slop  Pipes  ...  ...  ...  •••  3 

,,  Spouts  ...  ...  •••  ...  26 

,,  Houses  ...  ...  •••  •••  f4 

„  Yards  .  6 

,,  Ashpits  and  Privies  ...  ...  ...  71 

TABLE  III. 

Visits  made  to  premises  during  nuisance  abatement  ...  339 

Visits  made  when  nuisances  were  discovered  . 180 

Special  inspection  of  houses  ...  ...  •••  •••  54 

Visits  made  to  dairies,  cowsheds,  and  slaughter  houses  46 
Inspections  made  of  new  buildings  during  election  ...  47 

Visits  made  to  workplaces,  workshops,  etc . 33 


Nuisances.'— It  will  be  seen  from  a  comparison  of  this  year’s 
table  with  last  year’s  that  an  increase  of  8  nuisances  has  occurred,  and 
on  an  analysis  it  is  seen  that  ashpits  account  largely  for  the  increase  in 
nuisances  dealt  with,  and  next  in  order  are  defective  spouts.  It  is  a 
matter  of  regret  that  in  no  instance  has  it  been  possible  to  persuade 
owners  to  convert  privies  to  water  closets,  reconstruction  and 
alterations  being  all  that  could  be  accomplished,  still  there  is  an 
element  of  pleasure  to  be  found  in  the  fact  that  most  of  the  remedial 
measures  and  the  work  done  have  been  obtained  without  much  trouble. 
Moreover  defective  drains  are  shown  to  be  less  in  number  than  obtained 
last  year,  this  being  a  good  feature  in  the  s  initary  work.  There  was  one 
block  of  buildings  which  showed  a  very  bad  state  of  things  when  the 
drains  were  exposed— all  the  traps  being  defective  and  the  drain  itself 
having  a  large  number  of  broken  pipes.  These  drains  have  been  re-laid 
and  new  traps  fixed  and  the  property  made  thoroughly  sanitary. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds,  and  Slaughter  Houses. — The 

occupiers  of  these  different  premises  cause  very  little  trouble.  In  nr 
case  has  it  been  necessary  to  require  any  work  to  be  done  with  the 
exception  in  two  instances  of  having  to  ask  that  the  offal,  etc.,  should  be 
moved  away  at  once  after  slaughtering.  The  premises  are  kept  in  a  very 
cleanly  manner  and  limewashing  promptly  attended  to.  Still  it  is  a 
matter  of  regret  that  regulations  are  not  in  force  that  would  enable  your 
Officers  to  deal  more  efficiently  with  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  whenever 
occasion  might  require. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — These  generally  conform  to  the 
requirements,  though  in  two  instances  it  has  been  found  necessary  to 
give  notice  to  occupiers  of  workplaces  to  lime  wash,  and  in  the  case  of  one" 
factory  the  Factory  Inspector  thought  it  necessary  to  require  additio  lal 
fire  escape  appliances  to  be  provided  ;  the  owner  being  interviewed  he 
at  once  agreed  to  fall  in  with  the  suggestion,  and  in  another  factory  extra 
sanitary  conveniences  were  required,  the  owners  in  this  instance  also 
agreeing  to  fix  what  was  required  as  early  as  p :  ssible. 

Ashpit  Emptying  and  Removal  of  House  Refuse. — This 
work  having  been  given  into  the  hands  -  of  new  contractors  not 
accustomed  to  the  work,  it  has  necessitated  a  very  large  amount  ot  your 
Inspector’s  time  being  taken  up  in  constantly  supervising,  as  the 
contractors  failed  to  understand  the  duty  devolving  upon  them,  very 
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few  ashpits  being  emptied  in  two  of  the  wards  unless  the  contractor  was 
wr'tten  to  first.  When  it  is  recognised  how  nece  sary  it  is  for  this  work 
to  be  always  kept  in  hand  so  that  nuisances  may  not  arise,  then  it  is 
also  seen  how  essential  it  is  that  the  work  should  be  in  capable  and 
willing  hands. 

Infectious  Disease. — This  is  dealt  with  very  fully  in  the  report 
of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  as  he  is  an  officer  zealous  in  the 
work  he  can  speak  from  actual  observations  as  to  conditions  prevailing 
cn  premises  where  infectious  diseases  have  occurred  Suffice  it  to  say 
that  so  far  as  the  Inspector’s  department  is  concerned  everything  is 
done  that  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  thinks  requisite  to  suggest. 

Smoke  Observations, — Although  several  observations  have 
been  made  no  action  has  been  taken  beyond  sending  intimations  as  to 
results  of  such  observations,  though  one  firm  made  some  excuse  and 
promised  to  remedy  the  defect,  which  in  some  small  measure  has  been 
done. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

JAMES  T.  DAVIES, 

Surveyor  and  Inspector. 
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